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Issue #151 - May 6, 2008   

Committee of the Whole (COTW) Summary May 5, 2008
Friends of NDSS provided an update on activities since April 21, 2008. At their public creativity session with 70 participants, a solution was conceived and is now being endorsed: a new education campus in NOTL comprised of both a high school and the new Butler/Virgil elementary school. The group also indicated the desire for Council to examine the feasibility of co-locating community facilities on the campus to make it a community hub for all ages. 
Public Works Advisory Committee  resolved to accept the low tender of $109,743.50 for the multi-purpose trail on Highway 55 and to approve an additional $20,000 expenditure for the project to be financed from the Town’s contingency reserve. Committee also carried an Irrigation Enforcement Bylaw that empowers municipal enforcement staff to take action on those who take water illegally and/or without permission from the Town’s irrigation systems. 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee resolved to replace the arena’s entrance sign to reflect Meridian Credit Union’s change in name and relocate the sign to a more visible location sharing the cost 50/50 with Meridian. Committee also resolved to establish a Christmas decoration committee to advise on decorations throughout the municipality. 
Corporate Services Advisory Committee  received a staff report on NDSS and passed the following resolution, “As having no secondary school in Niagara-on-the-Lake is not an acceptable option, that Council  endorse Option 2 in this report for retaining a viable secondary school in the community and provide that decision to the District School Board on Niagara for further consideration." Option 2 supports a new high school on the NDSS site and a new elementary school on the NDSS site for Virgil/Col John Butler students. 
Public Planning Advisory Committee approved a site plan control agreement for the Ketchem-Thomas-Philips Estate.  

Committee also approved a 2-stage approach to the 1892 water fountain on Queen St beginning with the replacement of the spigot in 2008 with a chrome fitting to operationalise the fountain, followed by research and preparation of cost estimates for restoration for consideration in the 2009 Parks and Recreation budget. 
Committee directed staff to prepare a report on process, timing and costs associated with development of a secondary plan  for Old Town with highest priority being on the dock area. After a two-year public consultation process, COTW recommended approval of the Queenston Secondary Plan. 

Resolutions passed at COTW May 5, 2008 are subject to ratification by Council May 12, 2008.

Council Summary – April 28, 2008

Lord Mayor Gary Burroughs opened with a report on recent events noting that sadly for growers and the community, CanGro will close despite efforts from the Town of NOTL and partners to find a solution. Lord Mayor Burroughs also reported he met with a group of scientists attending a 9-day international water quality conference held in NOTL and noted their positive feedback about the Town. He reported that a proposal for a golf course resort in the Queenston Quarry was presented to Niagara Escarpment Commission April 17. Although NOTL Council unanimously supported the proposal, the NEC has deferred their decision. Lord Mayor Burroughs announced that volunteers throughout NOTL took part in a community clean-up for Earth Day on April 19th with approximately 100 volunteers attending a Council-sponsored BBQ at Simcoe Park. He thanked participating members of Council, volunteers and Tim Horton’s for their support. Lord Mayor Burroughs reported he presented to DSBN Trustees April 22, reiterating Council’s support for the ARC recommendations, and making a strong case that NDSS must remain open because it is critical to the long-term success of the community. He noted he and the Chief Administrative Officer will meet with DSBN senior administration and Board Chair on May 6th. Grassroots efforts to preserve secondary education in NOTL also continue, he said. “We must do everything in our power to save NDSS.” Lord Mayor Burroughs said that on April 23rd the Special Heritage Council Meeting was held at Navy Hall. He thanked Cogeco for filming and airing the meeting and Municipal Heritage Committee members for attending and all the great work they do throughout the year. Lord Mayor Burroughs marked Canada’s National Day of Mourning with a small ceremony at the arena April 28 to commemorate workers lost or injured on the job. He stated that in Ontario two employees each day still lose their lives or are injured on the job, noting this is not acceptable and improvements need to continue to be made. In closing, he announced that a Daffodil Garden of Hope will open at Lowrey Park in St. David’s Wednesday April 30 at 11 am and thanked Jack Lowrey for presiding in his place. 
Virgil Business Association sponsors Fire Hall Furnishings: On behalf of the VBA, Dave Dick presented a $30,000 cheque to Virgil Firefighter’s Association representatives Aaron Cherney, Jim Reschke and Rob Konkle toward the purchase of furnishings for the new Virgil Fire Station. Mr. Dick noted the important role of the firefighters in the community and in support of the tradition of fireworks for the Virgil Stampede.
Deputation Received on Vandalism and Graffiti :The difference between vandalism and graffiti, their causes and solutions were the topic of a deputation by Virgil resident Felicia Perricelli. Ms. Perricelli defined vandalism as “wilful destruction of public or private property”; graffiti as “an inscription, drawing or message on a public surface,” and tag as “an identifying symbol to mark the presence of an individual or group.” “Graffiti is global cultural practice” dating back to ancient times, said Perricelli, noting it is rooted in an us/them dynamic. Keeping NDSS alive and well is key to providing youth with a place for creativity, experimentation and discussion, noted Perricelli. Other potential deterrents include providing public canvas and mural spaces at locations such as the skate park, fire hall and arena, and building a community centre where youth can meet and engage publicly in creative activities interesting to them.
Collard to Run as Candidate for 2008 AMO Board: With endorsement from NOTL Council, Councillor Jim Collard will be a candidate for the 2008 Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) Board representing the Small Urban Caucus. Councillor Collard will also attend the 2008 Ontario Small Urban Municipalities (OSUM) and Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) conferences on behalf of Council. 
Bridge Repairs, Bicycle Lanes Approved: Council approved a $700,000 expenditure for the design, construction and repairs (including bicycle lanes) to the East and West Line Bridge at Four Mile Creek. Funds will be allocated from the road reserve using the $838,260 deposit received from the Province’s 2008 Municipal Roads and Bridge Infrastructure Investment. 
Queenston Road Repair and Storm Sewer Plan Update Requested: Council requested that staff prepare an update on the next steps for the Community of Queenston road repair and storm sewer replacement plan.
Council Approves Wind Energy Turbine Policy and Regulations: An Official Plan amendment and zoning bylaw amendment was approved that will allow one wind energy turbine to be placed on NOTL properties, with the exception of heritage properties or those abutting heritage properties. Locations and the process for obtaining a permit would be regulated. These proposed amendments are still subject to public input; questions and comments may be directed to Town Clerk, Holly Dowd.

Council Seeks reduction of  Border Wait Times: A letter from NOTL Council will be sent to Canada Border Services Agency requesting that in order to support tourism, border bridges and crossing points be fully staffed, especially during the busy summer season. 

Task Force on Vandalism and Graffiti Established: A motion to establish a Task Force on Vandalism and Graffiti was presented by Council Terry Flynn and approved by Council. The mandate of the task force is to make recommendations on incident reporting, clean-up and creative solutions to the issue.

New CEO for Library Announced: The NOTL Library Board has noted the successful completion of its CEO hiring process with the announcement that Mr. Gregg Smith will fill the position of Library Chief Executive Officer beginning May 26, 2008. Mr. Smith presently serves as a senior manager with a St. Catharines library.

Lord Mayor Gary Burroughs, Councillors:  Jim Collard, Dennis Dick, Terry Flynn, Bob Howse, Andrea-Kaiser-Nelson, Jack Lowrey,  Martin Mazza, Art Viola
